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Viilase  of  Boyle 

(Revised  January,  1960) 


1 LOCATION 

Section  4-65-19-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  12.  This  location  is  96  miles 
northeast  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  46  and  on  the  main  line  of  the  Northern 
Alberta  Railway  — Edmonton  to  Waterways. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,074  feet  Latitude  54/35  Longtitude  112/49 


3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  54°F. 

Average  winter  18°F. 

Average  annual  SS^F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 12.73  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 56  inches. 

Average  annual  total  precipiation  - 18.33  inches. 

Note:  These  averages  cover  a period  of  27  years  and  are  taken  from  the  nearest  weather 

bureau. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

Till,  sand,  and  gravel  deposits  lie  on  the  surface  over  most  of  the 
district,  but  sandstone  beds  of  Cretaceuos  age  outcrop  locally.  These  sand- 
stones were  laid  down  on  the  margins  of  a sea  which  entered  Alberta  from 
the  north.  Other  Cretaceous  rocks  are  present  below  the  surface,  and  gas  is 
found  in  the  lowest  beds  at  depths  of  2,000  to  2,500  feet.  Devonian  limestones 
at  greater  depths  also  contain  gas  in  places.  Older  Devonian  beds,  laid  down 
over  400  million  years  ago,  contain  three  salt  beds  which  total  1,000  feet  in 
thickness.  These  beds  lie  between  4,000  to  6,000  feet  below  the  ground  surface. 

6.  SOIL 

Boyle  is  in  the  grey  wooded  soil  zone. 

Climate 

Annual  precipitation  from  about  12  inches  in  the  northern  sections  to 
about  20  inches  in  the  southern.  This  is  accompanied  by  cooler  temperatures, 
lower  evaporation  and  shorter  growing  seasons  than  those  of  the  other  soil 
zones. 

Vegetation 

A mixed  deciduous  and  evergreen  woodland  in  which  moss  bogs 
(muskegs)  and  sedge  bogs  are  a common  occurrence. 


Soil  Profile 

These  soils  have  developed  under  humid  soil  moisture  conditions. 
The  surface  horizon  consists  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter,  AO,  that  may  be 
ctbsent  if  the  area  has  been  burned  over.  A thin  (sometimes  absent)  A1  horizon 
that  may  be  gray  black,  brown  or  grey  brown,  and  a severely  leached  and 
platy  greyish  A2  horizon  whose  depth  will  average  about  6 to  8 inches.  The 
B horizons  are  heavier  textured,  compact,  and  often  darker  in  color  than  the  A. 
The  depth  to  lime  is  quite  variable,  often  ranging  from  30  to  50  inches. 
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Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  less  fertile  because  of  leaching.  They 
ore  low  in  nitrogen  and  organic  matter  and  frequently  deficient  in  sulphur  and 
phosphorus.  Sulphur  has  not  yet  proven  to  be  deficient  in  the  Peace  River  area. 

Land  Use 

This  is  a mixed  farming  area  in  which  legumes,  hoys  and  coarse 
grains  ore  the  most  desirable  crops.  Rotations  including  legumes  and  supple- 
mented with  fertilizers,  where  needed,  have  given  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

7.  HISTORY 

The  first  industries  in  the  Boyle  area  were  trapping,  lumbering  and 
freighting  to  and  from  Edmonton.  A large  amount  of  furs  were  shipped  out  of 
the  Boyle  area  up  until  the  time  of  the  railway  reaching  the  village.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  Northern  Alberta  Railway,  then  the  E.D.  and  B.C.  railway  in  1915, 
homesteads  were  picked  up  and  today  the  main  industry  is  mixed  farming.  A 
large  amount  of  lumber  was  also  shipped  out  as  well  as  fresh  and  frozen  fish 
from  the  nearby  lakes.  Up  until  1915  the  supplies  were  freighted  from  Edmonton 
or  Athabasca. 

The  first  school  was  built  in  1915  with  Mrs.  Macdonald  the  first  school 
teacher.  First  church  built  was  the  Anglican  and  then  the  Roman  Catholic.  The 
first  storekeeper  was  Max  Scenofsky  and  the  first  Postmaster  was  James  Mac- 
Donald. The  hotel  was  built  in  1924.  At  Skelton  Lake,  a few  miles  east  of  the 
village,  is  a large  Boy  Scout  Camp  and  during  1959  over  1500  Scouts  attended 
this  camp.  The  village  was  incorporated  in  1954. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  village  is  supported  by  farming.  Mixed  farming  is  the  chief  industry 
with  a little  lumbering  still  being  carried  on.  There  is  transportation  by  rail,  bus 
and  truck  and  communications  include  telegraph,  telephone  and  mail.  There 
are  excellent  schools  which  teach  grades  1 to  12  and  six  churches  serve  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  community.  The  Athabasca  Health  Unit  makes  monthly 
calls  on  the  village.  For  the  sportsman,  there  is  good  fishing  in  the  nearby  lakes 
and  there  is  a plentiful  supply  of  ducks  and  upland  game  birds. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 


The  village  is  governed  by  a mayor  selected  from  the  council  each 
year  and  two  councillors,  one  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  sec- 
retary-treasurer administers  the  affairs  of  the  village  set  forth  by  the  council. 


The  residential  area  is  undergoing  rapid  expansion. 
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10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

The  village  hires  its  own  police  constable: 

Building  Regulations 

There  is  a building  code.  All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or 
removal  of  buildings  must  first  be  approved  by  council.  Electrical  installations 
must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act.  Sani- 
tary regulations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health  Regulations. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

There  is  a fire  chief  and  eight  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

One  1959  LaFrance  pumping  unit  mounted  on  a 1952  Chevrolet  chassis, 
with  a capacity  of  500  GPM  and  a 300  gallon  water  tank. 

One  1,000  gallon  tank  truck. 

500  feet  2V2  inch  hose;  300  feet  1 inch  hose. 

Nine  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  village. 

23,000  gallon  elevated  water  tower. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1959  Net  Assessment 

Land  (100%  of  value) 

$ 33,500 

Improvements  (100%  of  value) 

358,570 

Business 

126,300 

Power 

11,700 

Total  assessment 

$530,070 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

17  33  5 55  mills 

13.  AREA  OF  VILLAGE 

Total  area  183  acres 

Streets,  lanes  and  highways  21  acres 
Parks  and  playgrounds  3 acres 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Gravel  Improved  Earth 

Streets  and  roads  3.23  .31 

Lanes  and  alleys  .88 

There  ore  one  and  a half  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  nil 

Sanitary  sewers  1.96  miles 

Water  mains  2.44  miles 


Total 

3.54 

.88 

4.42  miles 
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15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Calgary 
Power  Ltd. 

Domestic  Rote 

First  20  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  $4.00  gross. 

Discount  40c,  making  $3.60  net. 

All  additional  KWH  used  per  month  2c  per  KWH. 

Discount  as  shown  applies  on  any  bill  paid  within  10  days  of  dot© 
rendered. 

Connection  charge  $1.00. 

Reconnection  charge  $6.00. 

Commercial  Rote 

Available  for  lighting  and  general  service  in  commerical  establish- 
ments. 

Service  Charge 

500  watts  of  installed  capacity  $1.00  per  month 

Each  additional  250  watts  of  installed  capacity  $0.20  per  month 
Plus 

Energy  Charge 

First  50  KWH  used  per  month  10c  per  KW 

Next  150  KWH  used  per  month  5c  per  KW 

All  over  200  KWH  used  per  month  2V'4c  per  KW 
Minimum  charge,  gross  $3.30,  net  $3.00. 

Discount  10%,  10  days  based  on  even  dollars  of  total  monthly  bill  with 
a minimum  discount  of  40c  per  month. 

Minimum  charge  $4.00  gross  $3.60  per  month. 

Consumer's  deposit,  twice  the  gross  monthly  minimum  charge. 
Reccnnscton  charge  $6.00. 

Power  Rote 

Available  for  motors  and  commercial  heating  apparatus  used  in  com- 
mercial establishments. 

Service  Charge 

Per  KVA  of  installation  (monthly  charge)  $1.00  one  motor  horsepower 
or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  considered  equal  to  one  kilovolt  ampere, 
(KVA). 


The  Boyle  school  is  modern,  well  equipped. 
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Energy  Charge 

First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  5c  per  KWH 
Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  3 l/^3c  per  KWH 
All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  1 2/3c  per  KWH 
Discount  10%,  10  days  based  on  the  dollars  of  total  bill  with  a minimum 
discount  of  50c  per  month. 

Minimum  charge  $5.00  gross,  $4.50  net;  or  the  amount  of  the  service 
charge,  whichever  is  greater. 

Consumer's  deposit  $2.00  per  KVA  of  installation  and  not  less  than 
$10.00  or,  at  the  company's  option,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 

Reconnection  charge  $6.00. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  two  wells  and  is  pumped  into  the  water  mains 
and  then  to  a 23,000  gallon  elevated  tower. 

Domestic  Rates 

$4.00  per  month  for  water. 

$3.00  per  month  for  sevrer. 


Commercial  Rote 

$6.00  to  $50.00  per  month  for  water. 
$4.00  to  $40.00  per  month  for  sewer. 


Water  Analysis 

Total  solids  

Ignition  loss  

Parts  per  Million 

852 

250 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  — 
bicarbonate  of  soda, 

Parts  per  Million 

lime 

Hardness  

Iron  

530 

and  magnesium 

Nitrites  

Sulphates  

107 

Nitrates  

— 

Chlorides  

5 

Flourine  . 

0.4 

Alkalinity  

630 

Remarks  - — chemically  this  water  is  suitable. 

17.  GAS 

Not  installed. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°F. 

100  lb.  bottles  $6.00. 

Bulk  15c  per  gallon. 

Storage  two  1000  gallon  tanks. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°F. 

Winter  grade  17c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  17c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  8,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Egg  Lake  and  Carbondale  coal  fields,  80  miles 
southwest  of  the  village,  and  Thorhild  Coal  Mine  a distance  of  35  miles.  Lump, 
$7.50;  Nut,  $6.75;  Stoker,  $5.75.  Rate  delivered  per  ton;  Lump,  $12.15;  Egg,  $9.00; 
Stoker,  $9.00. 
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21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  ccurse  grains,  forage  crops,  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs, 
dairy  products,  poultry  products,  lumber,  sand  and  gravel. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  office. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones. 

Municipal 

Town  office  housing  secretary-treasurer,  council  chambers,  police  de- 
partment, fire  hall;  library  at  school. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  village.  Nearest  hospital  is  at  Athabasca. 
The  Athabasca  Health  Unit  calls  monthly.  The  Unit  consists  of  one  doctor,  five 
graduate  nurses,  two  steno  technicians,  one  sanitary  inspector. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  SERVICES 

(excluding  health  services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Beauty  Parlors  ^ 1 

Barbers  1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Northern  Alberta  Railway  — twice  weekly  service,  Edmonton  to  Water- 
ways via  Boyle. 

Sunburst  Motor  Coach  — daily  service,  Edmonton  to  Lac  La  Biche  via 

Boyle. 

Local  trucks  — twice  weekly  to  and  from  Edmonton. 


A government  roadside  campsite  is  located  near  the  town. 
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26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Beacon  — published  in  Edmonton  by  Sun  Pubishing. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Northern  Alberta  Telegraphs 
Post  office 

Nearest  radio  stations — -Edmonton,  CICA,  CFRN,  CHED,  CBX,  CKUA 

CHFA. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Imperial  Bank  of  Canada 
Boyle  Credit  Union 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Single  Hate  Beer  License 

Boyle  Hotel  18  , $2.50  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Nil 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican;  Roman  Catholic;  Greek  Catholic;  Seventh  Day  Adventists; 
Gospel  Assembly;  Greek  Orthodox. 


32.  FRATERNAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

Nil 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Chamber  of  Commerce;  Canadian  Legion;  Women's  Auxiliary  Can- 
adian Legion. 

34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association;  Curling  Association;  Community  As- 
sociation. 


35.  EDUCATION 

Boyle  is  in  the  County  of  Athabasca  School  System.  Grades  1 to  12 
ore  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Typing,  Drama,  French. 
The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows; 


Elementary 
Junior  High 
High 


Grades  No.  of  Ptipils 

1-6  149 

7-9  67 

10  - 12  50 


No.  of  Teachers 

6 

3 

2 


36.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Dreamland  Theatre 
Community  Hall 


Capacity 

250 

250 


Stage  Piano 

yes  no 

yes  yes 


37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

A school  librojy  is  open  to  the  public  and  students  during  school  hours. 
Other  Activities 

Students'  Union  in  the  High  School. 

Drama  taught  in  school. 
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Girls 

4-H  Club 


38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys 

4-H  Club 

39.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  baseball,  softball,  basketball,  curling. 

Facilities 

Covered  curling  rink,  two  sheets  natural  ice. 
Open  air  skating  and  hockey  rink. 
Playgrounds  at  school. 

Baseball  diamond. 

40.  FAIRS 

Sports  Day,  July  1st. 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil 

42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

United  Grain  Growers 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool 
. Co-op  General  Store 
Boyle  Credit  Union 


43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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L.P.  Gas  Distributor  . 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Cartage  Delivery  
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Garage  and  Service 

Stations  
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Rfistmirants 

3 

General  Stores  

Government  Liquor 
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Shoe  Repairs  
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Hardware  
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Welding  

2 
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Grain  Elevators  

5 

— 

— 

— 

44.  SITES 

Industrial  and  residential  sites  are  available  at  reasonable  prices  from 
the  village. 

45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT  ’ 

Mixed  farming  is  generally  practised  in  the  Boyle  district.  Probably 
one  quarter  of  total  cash  income  is  obtained  from  grain,  cattle  and  hogs  respec- 
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tively.  Dairying  — mostly  the  production  of  butterfat  for  creamery  butter  making 
— accounts  for  ctbout  10  percent  of  the  total.  Forage  crop  seed  production,  chiefly 
legumes,  is  also  important.  The  average  form  is  about  380  acres  in  size  of  which 
175  acres  ore  improved.  Three  quarters  of  the  land  occupied  is  owned  by  the 
operator.  The  area  acres  of  principal  crops  grown  in  1956  were:  wheat  22,  oats 
25,  barley  52,  and  tame  hay  (including  forage  seed)  13.  The  area  in  fallow 
averaged  44  acres  per  farm.  Cattle  and  hogs  are  the  principal  classes  of  live-’ 
stock  raised;  the  1956  census  showed  an  average  of  14  head  of  each  per  form. 
Most  of  the  poultry  kept  are  in  small  farm  flocks.  There  are  few  sheep.  Tractors 
provide  most  of  the  motive  power  requirements  on  farms,  however,  less  than 
one  farm  in  3 has  a grain  combine.  In  1956,  27%  of  all  forms  were  electrified. 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  50  miles.  West  12  miles.  South  12  miles,  East  14  miles. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  5,107 
Village  population,  1956  census  304 

Village  population,  May  1959  321 


Several  fine  churches  serve  the 
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community. 


